
Intro to Rational Expressions

Fractions and Exponents Review

Fractions Review

Adding and Subtracting Fractions Always find a common 
denominator when adding 
or subtracting fractions!

a) b) 



Multiplying and Dividing Fractions

You do NOT need a common 
denominator when multiplying 
or dividing fractions!

a) b) 

Rule:  We can NEVER have a fraction with 
a denominator of 0.  Why?

Rule:  Cross multiplication of fractions only 
happens when......



Rule: We can cancel out ONLY when 
multiplying fractions

Rule: We can NOT cancel out when adding 
or subtracting fractions



Simplify the following rational expressions 
using exponent laws

a) 



b) 

c) 



d) 

e) 



Combining fractions and exponents: 

ex.

COMPLETE WORKSHEET




